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“Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the right 
to vote except the American people themselves and the only 
way they could do this is by not voting.” 

– Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
“Ballots are the rightful and peaceful successors to bullets.” 

– Abraham Lincoln 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Why should I vote? 

 

 
 
 

Listen to what these CRS leaders have to say about voting: 
 

Rev. Eddie Knox:  Pastor of Pullman Presbyterian Church, Chicago, Illinois 
 

It is important to express yourself through your vote.  If you don’t and others don’t, the community 
collapses around you.  On the other hand, your voice will count when we act collectively through the 
democratic process.  My individual vote is just the first step in helping the legislator to make good 
decisions for the community.  I want winning candidates to know that I was part of the victory.  I want 
them to remember my vote so that they have a good reason to work for those who need housing, 
quality education, prison reform, jobs.   

I believe in the importance of voting intelligently for judges.  Judges influence what happens in our 
communities; judges sentence those convicted; judges decide many of the rules under which we live. 

And then, we need to remember those who came before us – some of whom even died to give us the 
vote.  They believed that the right to vote is crucial for a citizen.  It is important that we watch for and 
overcome barriers to voting that exist today, so that we can exercise that right.  
 
Knox is President of the Board of Directors of CRS. 
 

Marsha Borders:  Member of Unity Temple, Oak Park, Illinois 

 
If you think voting doesn’t matter, we will never see the changes we all need.  Change takes time. 

Change starts with electing the right people.  It continues through communication.  It takes a critical 
mass of voters and elected officials to get heard.  All of this gets us closer to winning, closer to having 
justice prevail.  Those who do not vote are giving up on the rights that previous generations won. 

Voting is the first step in starting a movement. Voting is the most basic foundation of a grass roots 
effort to bring about justice.  Registering to vote is important to everyday life in the community.  For 
example, the funds to repair the roads are determined by the number of people registered to vote. 

Legislators do what people demand of them.  So once you’ve voted legislators into office, make sure 
they are aware of your priorities and that you are watching their voting record.  Send them e-mails. 
Write them letters.  Visit them in Springfield.  They are your elected officials! 
 
Borders is a Faith in Action Team member at Unity Temple. 
 

Charles Anderson:  Member of FORCE (Fighting to Overcome Records and Create Equality) 

 
Having been incarcerated, I know what can keep me from being successful, from getting a job.  I 

know that all state and local officials could do a better job of giving us a second chance, but we need to 
tell them how.  They have an obligation to the community, and they have the power to make changes. 
It’s up to us to vote and then let them know what we need.   

As I’ve been helping with voter registration, I tell people with records—and those without—to let 
the candidates know that we care and that we have the power to vote.  We need to work on the 
dynamics of change with the successful candidates.  Nothing is more powerful than that. 

 
Anderson is a member of F.O.R.C.E., an initative of CRS, and works to make Chicago and Illinois a place of 
hope and possibility for others who’ve been incarcerated.  



 

 

How do I prepare to vote? 

 
Who, what, where, when – the how is up to you: 
 

Election of key officials 
 President and Vice President of the US 

 All representatives to US Congress 

 U.S. Senate race 

 Statewide office for comptroller 

 All representatives to IL General Assembly 

 All senators to IL General Assembly 

 Judges 
 

Note:  Voters may bring lists of their 
preferred candidates with them into the 
voting booth. 
 

Statewide constitutional amendment 
Proposed Illinois Constitutional Amendment on 
the use of Transportation funds (vote on whether 
to use transportation taxes exclusively for 
transportation purposes). 

 
Identification 
 If you have received your voter registration 

card, you will not need any other ID to vote. 

 If you registered by mail, you will need one of 
the following forms of ID: IL Driver’s License, 
US passport, IL state photo ID, current utility 
bill, bank statement, paycheck. 

 

Find your Polling Place  
http://bit.ly/RegistrationLookup 
 
 
 

 

Illinois 2016 Dates 

Voter Registration Deadlines: 
In person, November 8 
Online, October 23  
By mail, postmarked by October 11 
 

Early Voting 
September 29 – November 7 
Thursday – Saturday, 9 to 5 
(Oct 31 and Nov 7 extended to 7pm) 

Sunday 10 to 4 
 
Check links below to check when 
and how you can vote early in your 
county.  
 
For locations across Chicago 
Chicago Board of Elections 
www.chicagoelections.com 
 
For locations across Cook County 
http://bit.ly/EarlyVotingTimes 
 
For locations across Lake County 
Lake County Board of Elections 
http://bit.ly/EarlyVotingLakeCounty 

 
General Election  
November 8, 2016 
6:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
Voters must go to their local 
precinct polling places to vote on 
Election Day. 
 

 

http://bit.ly/RegistrationLookup
http://www.chicagoelections.com/
http://www.chicagoelections.com/
http://bit.ly/EarlyVotingTimes
http://bit.ly/EarlyVotingLakeCounty


 

 

What can I do in my community? 

  
GOTV – Get Out the Vote: 
 

 Talk to your neighbors, friends, and members of your family 
o Tell them that their voices need to be heard 
o Encourage those you know don’t vote or didn’t vote in one of the last two elections 
o Give reminders (more as election day approaches) 
o Remind them that there are important local issues on the ballot in addition to state 

elections 
 

Post information in your church 
o Put up signs that show the dates of Election Day and Early Voting 
o Include the phone number and web site of the Board of Elections  

 

Help out 
o Offer to drive someone who cannot drive, or is reluctant to go alone or is worried about 

voting 
o Offer to watch children so parents and caretakers can get to the polls 

 

 Involve your children and youth 
o Talk to your children and grandchildren—and nieces and nephews along with the 

children of your friends and neighbors—about the election and the importance of 
voting 

o Have children pass out voting information sheets at the church 
o Encourage parents to take their children with them to the polling place—it’s important 

for children to see their parent(s) participating in the election process 
 

  Vote informed 
o Remind friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors to vote 
o Report any issues you observe at your polling place to the Board of Elections –e.g. not 

enough judges or voting machines not functioning properly can be corrected 
o Wear your “  sticker all day to work, on the bus, and when shopping to 

encourage voting beyond your own precinct  
 

  Give reasons to vote 
o It's your children's education.  It's your job.  It's your health care.  It’s your roads.  It's 

your money.   
o You live in Illinois.  It's your neighborhood.  They're our children. 
o Participate in choosing our leaders.  It matters. 
o Respect your right to vote!  It's a privilege that many people in the world don't have. 

 
  



 

 

How do I stay informed? 
  

 

Conduct your own research on these websites:bout the Election 
 
 
 
Independent Voters of Illinois (IVI) - iviipo.org 
IVI is a not-for-profit, multi-partisan, independent political organization whose goal is to 
achieve social justice through good government by increasing voter participation and 
knowledge and electing responsive government officials. 
 
League of Women Voters (LWV) - vote411.org 
The LWV encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government and 
works to influence public policy through education and advocacy.  The LWV is non-partisan 
and neither supports nor opposes candidates for elected office, but does act on issues with 
member consensus. 
 
 
 
Vote For Judges - voteforjudges.org   
Many voters wonder why we must vote for judges!  This non-partisan voter education 
website, created by the Appleseed for Justice Fund, provides non-partisan judicial voter 
education.  Go to Judicial Evaluations & Results on Voteforjudges.org to obtain evaluations 
of judges from four sources:  Alliance for Judicial Screening, Chicago Council of Lawyers, 
Chicago Bar Association, and The Chicago Tribune. The Alliance for Judicial Screening 
consists of evaluations and ratings from 12 bar associations. 
 
 
 
Cook County Residents 
From the home page at cookcountyclerk.com you can do all of the following: 

 Register to vote 

 Look at your voter information. Each of the options below will include a Search by 
Address which will provide your voting district and specific information to help you in 
the voting process: 

o Verify your registration 
o Find your polling place  
o View your sample ballot  
o Check your mail ballot status if you have chosen to vote via mail 

 Apply for mail-in ballot (also known as absentee ballot)  
Lake County Residents 
You can register to vote at lakecountyil.gov/161/County-Clerk, vote by mail and see 
election results 
Chicago Residents  
You can check your voter registration at chicagoelections.com, find your polling place, see a 
sample ballot, and obtain a mail-in ballot 

Issues about the election 

Information on electing judges 

Details of the Voting Process 

nformation on electing judges 

http://www.iviipo.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
file:///C:/Users/dintern/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/S1AL2EER/voteforjudges.org
http://www.cookcountyclerk.com/
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/161/County-Clerk
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/161/County-Clerk
http://www.chicagoelections.com/

