
 
 

Day of Faith at the Capitol 
AGENDA 
March 26, 2019 

 
5:45-6:45 am Buses depart from assigned locations to Springfield 
 
7:00 am Breakfast on the bus 
 
8:00 am Issue training, team assignments, rest stop, role-playing, and team commissioning 
 
10:00 am  Arrive in Springfield at Visitors Center and find your target legislators 
 
11:45-12:45 pm  Lunch—your team can break for lunch in the Stratton Cafeteria anytime in this window 
 
12:45-2:00 pm  Lobby in teams 
 
2:00 pm Meet in the Rotunda on first floor for Day of Faith Rally 
 
2:40 pm All CRS teams to Capitol east steps behind Lincoln Statue for a group picture  
 
2:45 pm Head to Monroe Street to board the bus you arrived on 
 

Stratton Building  Lincoln Statue  
CRS Organizing Staff: 
Drea Hall: 773-414-0739 
Rishona Taylor: 312-687-8580  
Damon Smith: 312-687-8581 
Jesse Rojo: 312-687-8583 
 
CRS Policy Staff: 
Saeed Richardson: 312-687-8576 
Lindsey Hammond: 312-687-8578 
Sarah Yousuf: 312-687-3834 
Yaacov Delaney: 312-687-8582 
 
My Team Captain: ______________ 
 
Phone Number: ________________ 
 
My Bus Captain: _______________ 
 
Phone Number: ________________ 
  



 
 

Day of Faith Overview 
 

“Be doers of the word, and not hearers only..." - James 1:22 

How did we get here? At the CRS Annual Membership Assembly on October 6, 2018, CRS leaders voted to renew 
this year's Platform for Renewal. These issues were identified by listening to the people in our churches and 
communities about the most significant social injustices we face. Today you have answered the call to put your faith 
into action! Along with church leaders from across Chicagoland, led by trained team captains, you will speak with our 
legislators and ask them to support three of our legislative priorities (see fact sheets for more information): 

● Landlord Incentives for Housing Opportunities (HB 3332) provides an Illinois tax credit to a landlord 
who rents to an individual who has a conviction record.   

● Equal Justice for All Act (HB 3347) prohibits the use of money bond and reduces pretrial incarceration. 
No one will be incarcerated before they go to trial simply because they cannot afford to pay their bond.   

● A Fair Tax (SJRCA 1) provides lower rates for the middle class and higher rates for higher incomes, and is 
needed to ensure financial stability in our state and give most taxpayers much needed relief.   

 
What will the day look like? After prepping on the bus with bus captains and team captains, the day will be broken up 
into four sections: 

10:00 – 12:00  Arrival and lobbying in teams  

11:45 - 12:45  Lunch available in the Stratton Cafeteria  

12:45 - 2:00  Lobbying in teams  

2:00 - 2:40  Rally in Rotunda  

2:40 - 2:45  Group picture on east Capitol steps behind Lincoln Statue and board buses 

When we arrive at the Capitol, we will break off into teams. We will be lobbying in teams until lunch, which will be 
provided for each team to pick up from the Stratton Cafeteria at their convenience starting at 11:45 am. Lunch will be 
available until 2 pm, so to avoid long lines your team does not need to go directly to lunch at 11:45. Teams will have 
until 2:30 pm to find the rest of their legislative targets before boarding buses. 

This lobbying time is the most important (and sometimes most confusing!) part of the day. With your team, you will 
be tracking down your target legislators – you might find them in their office, but you are just as likely to find them in 
the hallway, coming out of committee meetings, or even by pulling them out of legislative session. Be persistent in 
asking to meet with your target legislators. Call ahead to request a meeting, ask their legislative assistants where to find 
them, and ask for a brief meeting. When you do get the chance to speak with legislators, make sure you stick with the 
roles that you have assigned and practiced with your team. And don’t forget - the most important part of the meeting 
is each of the ASKs- it is okay to read them right off of the Messaging & Asks sheet. Whatever happens—follow the 
lead of your team captain, and don't get separated from your team 

At 2:00 pm, we will gather in the rotunda of the Capitol for the  Rally. Afterwards, we will assemble at 2:40 pm for a 
group picture. We will board the buses by 2:45 pm along Monroe Street. We plan on returning to our bus pickup 

locations around 7 - 8 pm, depending on traffic. Each bus will make its own decision about stopping for dinner. 



 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Why is my team meeting with legislators who aren’t from our area? Our goal for the day is to meet with every 
member of the General Assembly. Therefore, we are asking teams to try to meet with a number of downstate 
legislators. Some teams may only have one target legislator from their area. While it may be harder to get meetings with 
downstate officials, explaining the importance of these issues to them is a crucial part of our day. 
 

What do I say right after I make the ASK from the Messaging & Asks sheet? After you make the ASK, which is 
phrased as a yes or no question, simply wait for an answer. It is critical that you wait for a response or for the legislator 
to ask additional questions. It is important that we get a direct yes or no answer so that everyone is clear at the end of 
the meeting where the legislator stands on these issues and whether they are taking the next steps we have asked of 
them. 

 
What if a legislator asks me a question and I don't know the answer? We are not issue experts – we don't always 
have the answers to specific questions about issues or legislation. We are, however, experts on our own values and the 
values of our communities. It is ok to say to a legislator, “I don't know the answer to that. But what I do know is that 
this is a very important issue to me and my community, and we need to know if you stand with us or not." You can 
record questions asked by the legislator on your report back form. 

 
What if a legislator says no to one or all of the ASKS? When a legislator is hesitant or refuses to give a clear “yes” 
or “no” response, press again. Ask them what they oppose about the issue. Remind them that you are there from 
churches in their district (if you are) and that you want be clear where they stand. A great way to help them 
understand that their constituents will hear about this is to have team members ready to make an announcement in 
church the following Sunday about the legislator’s response. If a legislator still says no, accept their no graciously and 
let them know that your churches will be praying for a change of heart on these important matters. Take notes on 
your report back form about their concerns and questions. 

 

What if a legislator is not in their office? Track them down! Don't give up easily if you're told that the legislator 
cannot meet with you—don't take “no” for an answer. Let them know that you will be spending 8 hours on a bus 
today to meet with this legislator. Ask their legislative assistant if they know where the legislator is. If the legislator will 
be back soon, part or all of your team can wait in the office for their return. If the legislator is in committee, part or all 
of your team can stand by the committee meeting room door and wait for them to exit. 

 

If the legislator is in session, then go to the rail on the third floor of the Capitol. You can send in an orange business 
card (provided by your team captain) to the legislator and they will usually come out to meet you at the rail. On the 
business card, write the name of the legislator you would like to meet with and your name. If you are a constituent 
write that on your card as well. Remember these meetings will be much shorter so prep with your team ahead of time 
to make your asks quickly! 

 


