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Support HB 2620/SB 2054: The Restorative Sentencing Act 
Rep. Slaughter & Sen. Lightford 

 
The Problem: Individuals sentenced under Truth-In-Sentencing, who are 
the most in need of restorative programming, are ineligible to receive 
programing sentence credits. A programming sentencing credit results in a 
reduction of a prison sentence for the successful completion of education, life 
skill courses, job training, substance abuse programs, behavior modification 
programs, and/or re-entry planning services.  

 
 Our state has a compelling interest in encouraging these individuals to address the 

problems that increase the chances of recidivism after release. 
 About 97% of all individuals who are incarcerated will someday be released from prison.  

 
The Solution: The Restorative Sentencing Act (HB 2620/SB 2054) 
Allows individuals who are currently required by statute to serve 85% or 100% of 
their sentence to earn programming credit and supplemental sentence credit for 
good conduct that could reduce their sentence below the currently required 
percentage. 

 
 Individuals who are currently required to serve 100% of their sentence would be required 

to serve 90% of their sentence, if they complete restorative programs. 
 Individuals who are currently required to serve 85% of their sentence would be required 

to serve 75% of their sentence, if they complete restorative programs.  

 
Identifying individuals who are incarcerated and in the best position to return 
to society without reoffending is one the safest ways to reduce the prison 
population.  

 
 Individuals who complete classes to earn program sentencing credit are more likely to 

have a productive transition back into society, which reduces the chances of re-
offending. 

 Giving individuals an incentive to participate in these programs through sentence credits 
is one of the best ways to safely reduce the prison population, improve the safety of 
prisons themselves, and to prepare men and women to become productive members of 
society. 

 The Restorative Sentencing Act is supported by recommendation #19 of the Illinois State 
Commission on Criminal Justice and Sentencing Reform. 

 
Allowing individuals to receive sentence credit for successfully completing 
prison programs has a long history in Illinois, and is a practice followed in a 
majority of other states. 
 

 
 Nearly all individuals in Illinois prisons receive some type of sentence credit, such as 

day-for-day credit, Supplemental Sentence Credit for good conduct, and/or programming 
credit. 

 These credits reflect a sensible view that time spent in prison can be put to good use 
and, therefore, can be restorative. 
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