
PRETRIAL DATA ACT 
HB 2689

      Over 

      250,000

      people are 

   admitted to 

Illinois’ 92 jails 

every year. 

Approximately 

90% of them are 

detained 

while 

awaiting 

trial.

Despite its importance, according to a report authored by 

the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority, there is 

no statewide system of data collection when it comes to 

bond outcomes. This is a situation that must be addressed.

The judge's decision not only impacts a legally innocent person’s freedom, 

it also impacts the entire court system. Cumulatively, bond decisions have a 

significant impact on county and state budgets and public safety outcomes. 

HB 2689 calls for data to answer questions in three key areas:

Bond Outcomes:  How often do judges issue personal recognizance bonds, money 

bonds, electronic monitoring, or deny release all together?

 

Jail Data:  Are people being admitted to jail only because they could not afford to 

pay a money bond or for other reasons? How long do accused people remain 

detained and why are they released?

 

Contributions to Counties from Bond Payments:  How much revenue do counties 

receive from the payment of money bonds?

The Pretrial Data Act will ensure that local and state policy makers have the data necessary to 

make informed decisions about how to reform the pretrial justice system. This will result in better 

outcomes for individuals, communities, and court systems.

For more information, contact Sharone Mitchell, Jr. 
(312) 332-6293 | Sharone@iljp.org 

The Pretrial Data Act is the solution. HB 2689 calls for the Illinois Criminal Justice 

Information Authority to collect and publish key data about bond hearings 

and jail populations from local county officials.

Next to the decision of innocence and guilt, there is no decision in
a criminal case more important than what kind of bond someone 
receives. During bond hearings, judges decide whether an individual 
will be remain in jail pending trial or be released with conditions 
such as paying a money bond or being on electronic monitoring. 
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Rep. Jehan Gordon-Booth
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