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2016-2017  

Annual Platform for Renewal 

 

Violence Reduction 
Our communities continue to be devastated by unacceptable levels of violence. CRS reaffirms its 
commitment to address this issue, in part by building upon the work done by the Reclaim 
Campaign.  The Violence Reduction Issue Team will create a strategy to monitor and maintain the 
victories won by the Reclaim Campaign, listen to our impacted communities to 
identify additional priorities, and launch a new campaign that continues our work into 2017 to 
address root causes of violence. 
 

Police Accountability 
We will continue in our efforts to correct law enforcement systems that discriminate, criminalize, and 
torture black communities. This year, we will renew our police accountability campaign by addressing 
police reform on a city and state level. Our Police Accountability Issue Team will work with the 
Grassroots Alliance for Police Accountability and host community conversations on policing to 
identify priorities for community oversight and reforms to the police union contract. We will also 
continue our advocacy and monitoring of police reform legislation at the state level.  
 
 

FORCE 
FORCE (Fighting to Overcome Records and Create Equality) is an initiative led by people with 
criminal records, their families, and faith allies. FORCE, along with the Restoring Rights and 
Opportunities Coalition of Illinois (RROCI), is working to pass legislation that would create more 
transparency and fairness in the background check process for employment and housing, two of the 
most pressing and fundamental human rights. RROCI will also identify another state issue and FORCE 
will identify another local campaign to work on. We will continue to oppose legislation that creates new 
mandatory minimums and sentence enhancements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

–Approved by Member Congregations at the Annual Membership Assembly (Annual Meeting) 
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